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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name  Nike Missile Site C47
other names/site number  NIKE Missle Base C47-Partage/Wheeler

2. Location

street & number Launch site: CR 700 N, Administration/Radar Site: CR600N N/A O not for publication
city ortown  Portage

K vicinity
state  Indiana code IN county Porter code 127 zip code 46368

3. StateIFederal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this Xl nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[ meets [0 does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O nationally Xl statewide [ locally. ( [J See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property X meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. ( [ See continuation sheet for additional

comments.) i
%j&“’)/ﬂ/xz ‘ /50 /55

Sig}a{ﬁre of c?(tifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
O entered in the National Register.

3 See continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the
National Register

[ See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
Nationai Register

[J removed from the National Register
O other, (explain:)




Nike Missile Site C47.... . ... ... ...
Name of Property '

Porter I 1.
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property.

{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private " building
[ | public-local : X district
{__I public-State i |site
X! public-Federal - |_Istructure
[_] object

* Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count

Contributing Noncontributing

20 0 buildings
0 0 sites‘ |

13 0 -structures
O 0 objects
33 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DEFENSE: Air Facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT Not in use

RECREATION/CULTURE: _ . OQutdoor Recreation

+ 7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

'MODERN:

Narrative Description

Materials _
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE
walls CONCRETE

roof SYNTHETIC

other METAIL.: steel

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)




Nike Missile Site C47
Name of Property

Porter IN
County and State

8. Statement of Sijqnificance

l(\b;laaphcable National Reglster Criteria

rk "x" in one or more boxe$ for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.) :

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contriibution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[]c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

[]p Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

[JA owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location.

[ Jc abirthplace or grave.

[ID acemetery.

[JE areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ JF  acommemorative property.
G lessthan 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

MILITARY

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1956-1972

Significant Dates

- N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
United States Army

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[_] previously listed in the National Register

[_] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[_] designated a National Historic Landmark

J ;#ecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

(] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[_] State Historic Preservation Office

[_] Other State agency
X Federal agency

(] Local government
[_] University

[ other

Name of repository:
1LS Army Archives




Nike Missile Site C47 Porter IN
Nam of Praopetty ‘ S .County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 29

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

(2]

16 | |4186/0/0 4
Easting Northing 'Zorl16el |Ea,85t!§s!1 | pl mﬂggﬁ%m
2 (1] lssipo] |4sbrisspl + us] [4pppo|  |ashsbip

Xl See continuation sheet

1 Iﬁg 4si6130] |4598200]

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe th_e boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification _
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Don Peterson

organization The NIKE Preservation Group . date 2.23-98
street & number 21277 Clare Avenue telephone 317/776-3868
city ortown NQh]_QSVi"e ‘ : state IN.__ zip code 46060

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map f_or historic districts and properties having large acreage O NUMErous resources.

Photographs ,
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

{Compilete this item atthe request of SHPO or FPO.)

General Services Administration-Great Lakes Region, Attn: Lucreiza Tatruno ...also see

name - _
contmuation s,

eet ] :
street & number gzgr(;%(luczynskl Fed. Bldg. 230 S. Dearborn St. Rm telephone  312/353-0302
city ortown  Chicago state IL_ zipcode 60604

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nor.ninate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Section 7 - Description

Nike C-47 air defense site near Portage, Indiana consisted of two separate parcels of land located nearly
a mile apart. The first parcel of land was know as the Launcher Area and is located on the south side of
County Road 700 North, approximately 1/4 west of County Road 500 West, in Porter County, Indiana.
The level site is typical of area s farm land. The base was up and running completely by 1956,
construction likely begun in 1954,

Surrounding the fourteen acre site are two 8' tall cyclone fences. These are original to the base. During
operation, the site would have been guarded by armed troops and guard dogs. A guard shack remains at
the main gate and a guard tower once stood just inside the secondary gates, which protected the launcher
elevator area. Guard dogs would have patrolled the area between the fences. A remnant foundation slab
of the kennels remains on the base. The Army defended the Nike Hercules warheads stored at the site
with all possible means.

The layout of each Nike site varied based on the land acquired. The launcher parcel is narrow and deep,
the buildings where the most personnel were located were sited closest to the road, with the service and
launching areas clustered to the south. Buildings are oriented to roads and are not strictly arranged in
ranks. :

The actual launchers, three independent concrete underground bunkers with blast doors, remain intact
with elevator equipment and other workings, though they are flooded with water currently. Nike missiles
were stored horizontally within heavily constructed underground missile magazines. The typical missile
magazine was approximately fifty feet wide by sixty feet long with ten feet of overhead clearance. The
missiles could be elevated above ground and moved horizontally to any launcher using elevators and rails.
This site has three modules, each with its own magazine, elevator, and ventilation system.

One of the most important buildings at the site is the Administration Building (also known as the Ready
Building). This building is a flat roof design and constructed of concrete block (photo 2) and like all
buildings at the launcher site it is one story high. It served as the day barracks where the launcher area
crew would have their meals and relax during twenty-four hour shifts.

The launcher site also had a guard dog kennel to provide for the guard dogs. All that remains of the
kennel is the concrete slab and a portion of the fence.

The Fallout Shelter (photo 8), sits to the east of the main gate. This building is constructed with solid
poured concrete walls and roof system. The structure has no windows and once had blast doors to
protect its occupants from nuclear fallout. Inside the building, just inside the door, a decontamination
station remains intact.

The largest building on the launcher site is the Vehicle Maintenance Building (photo 4). This standard
concrete block, flat roofed building has vehicular entries and bays for truck and auto repair.

The installation was totally self sufficient for short periods of time if need be, with its own well house (photo
7) and sanitation facilities. The well house is built on a concrete slab with block walls and flat roof. Also in
case of local power failure, C-47 could generate enough power to function with its Engineer Building
(photo 5). This slab floor and block wall building had electrical generators and fuel storage capacity.
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The Missile Assembly Area (MAA, photo 6), was designed to house missiles after shipping or during
modification. New missiles were uncrated and prepared for storage in the missile magazines. Also,
missiles needing maintenance could be moved here and repaired, a safe distance from the other missiles
in the magazines. The MAA is a slab-floored, concrete block walled, flat-roofed building.

A Warhead Building located east of the MAA and generator engineer building was for payload storage and
installation. Earth berms protected the rest of the base from potential blasts from the warhead building.

All the structures at the launcher area are largely as they were in the early 1970s, when the Defense
Department abandoned the site, many still display the milifary logos and markings unique to military
facility. The resources total seven buildings and five structures. The structures include three missile
magazines, one fence system (counting all fences as one security system), and one earth berm system.
All are original features, contributing resources. The foundation slabs of the kennel and sentry tower are
not counted as resources due to their inconsequential scale, but they do add to the history of the site.

The second area was the Control Area, located on the north side of County Road 600 North, near the
town of Wheeler. Sometimes, these units were called Administration Area. This parcel is now privately
owned and used as a paint ball playground, but still has its cyclone security fencing.” The Control Area
contained the radar and computer systems used to detect and track hostile aircraft, and to guide the Nike
missiles to their targets. U.S. Army personnel had to remain on duty 24 hours in shifts, so this area had all
the requirements to perform the task, including barracks, mess hall, barbershop, and about any other
service normally found on an Army post.

The Administration Area buildings are grouped along two roads, one more or less east-west, and another
meandering diagonally northeast, then turning roughly northwest. The road placement was likely dictated
by the facing of the radar towers. Tower placement was likely dictated by the section of the overall
defense area that this base was to protect. Essentially, Nike C-47 protected the flanks of Chicago
defense area, likely necessitating that the towers make a line perpendicular to a southeast heading.

All five radar towers remain, but the actual operating equipment systems have been removed. The largest
tower, clearly visible from the Launcher Area, once supported the HIPAR radar system, used to identify
potential targets. The four lower towers (photo 8) supported LOPAR and other radar components which
were required to successfully engage enemy aircraft. Each would have been covered with a mushroom-
like dome originally, the dome being a lightweight material that protected the radar dish inside.

All the buildings at the Controf Area are single story, slab-floored, concrete block walled buildings with flat
roofs. The Administration Buiiding (photo 10) housed the day room, supply rooms, barber shop, and
orderly room. : '

Two identical Barracks are narrow block buildings oriented north-south like the Administration Building.
Across the street from the Barracks is the Mess Hall (photo 12).

Arranged along the spine of the meandering road are the concrete block buildings that supported the
mission of the Nike base directly. These were radar support personnel buildings, and the battery control
building. One of the most unique buildings in this part of the Administration Area is the Fallout Shelter. In
the event of nuclear war, personnel would be protected inside this structure. Protection for control vans
was provided by the vehicle bays of the building. The interior of the building still has the heavy fallout
protection doors (photo 13).



















